DECEMBER 1971 


LONG ISLAND FORUM 


INDEX FOR 1971 — LONG ISLAND FORUM VOL. XXXIV 


Asterisk (*) indicates illustration on page number given. Dagger (+) sign indicates two or 
more pages carry the reference. Page number in parenthesis denotes letter from reader. Titles 
of articles are given only under author’s listing. Subject of articles is listed alphabetically, as 
are important references. While not a complete surname index, names have been included 
when it seemed likely the student or researcher might find the listing helpful. 


A 


Adel, William 53. 

Airship down at beach 35. 

Amagansett 187, 235. 

Albany, N. Y. 140*. 

Aldrich, James M. 
Southampton Calls A New Pastor 206, 2147. 

American Revolution 6, 97, 31, 607 1967, 202, 2107, 
253, 254. 

America’s Cup Races 162*+*; 1927*. 

Amityville 258. 

Andre, Major John 7, 205*, 210*7. 

Arnold, Benedict 7, 2107*. 

Arverne 35. 

Aquebogue 69. 

Austin, Walter 35. 


B 


3abylon 36. 

Bailey, Paul 86. 

Baker, Keeper E. W. 1157. 

Baker ,Wesley L. (287). 

Baldwin 144. 

Baldwin, Richard P. (54), (88). 

Banking 151. 

Barnes, Ellis D. 

A Myth of Lake Ronkonkoma 259. 

Barnes, Mary 19*. 

Barney, David F. 100. 

Bassett Prescott 182. 

Bassford, Amy O. 18*. 

Memory of Picnics 18*+, (68). 

Baxter family 2177. 

Bayles, Richard 141. 

Bayles, Thomas R. (208). 
Bicycling in 1898 2527*. 
Prosser’s Cathedral Pines 173*. 
The Setauket Spy Ring 6*7. 

Baymen 88, 1447. 

Bayport 32. 

Bay Shore 69, 1177, 256*7. 

Behonick, Albert 1157. 

Bellmore 176, 186. 

Belle Terre 79*. 

Bemis, Mary Crucknell (233). 

Berry, Capt. James H. 165*. 


Bethpage 143, 238. 

Biblio-Cards 185. 

Bicycle Runs 181*, 1867, 208, 2527*. 

Bird Census 41*. 

Birds 1027, 1217, 176*7*, 2257. 

Birdsall, Hugh 259. 

Bishop family 2177. 

Black, John A. 

Some Uncommon Winter Birds 225*. 

Block Island 196. 

Bodine, Maude Rackett 18. 

Boer War Prisoners 567, 68. 

Bolton, Guy 29. 

Books Reviewed: History of Miller’s Place, Margaret 
Davis Gass 191; One More Day, Alonzo Gibbs 241; 
Pots, Pans and Pictures Cook Book, Sayville 
Historical Society, Ruth Dougherty and Viola 
Guerrera 24; Raynor Family History, Clinton E. 
Metz 78; Saint-Exupery in America, Adele Breaux 
241. 

Borax 20-Mule Team 59. 

Bouvier, Mrs. John Vernou III 235. 

Bowen, Mrs. Robert G. 196. 

Boxwood 2547*. 

Boynton, Rev. Charles 55*7, 68. 

Boy Scouts 173. 

Brentwood 97. 

Brewster, Caleb 67. 

Bridgehampton 18, 216, 2347. 

Brookhaven 48, 64, 97, 1907. 

Brookhaven town 1527, 174, 2427. 

Brooklyn 97, 137. 

Brush, Morris 129. 

Buell, Rev. Samuel 2157. 

Burch, Everard R, 258. 

Burr family 127*, 190. 

Butler, John 10. 


C 


California 147. 

Calkins, Mrs. Ralph 248. 
Calverton 33, 1667*. 
Cameron, Duncan Arnold 367. 
Carle Place 136. 

Carll (Carle) family 387. 
Carriage makers 1247*. 
Carson, Rachel 81*. 





hN:; Gao 


FIRST IN SUFFOLK — Established 1858 


SAVINGS BANK 


Main Street, Southold, N.Y. 


New OLD TOWN OFFICE 
Old Town Rd. at Nesconset H’way, Port Jefferson Sta., N.Y. 





LONG ISLAND FORUM 


Carter family 115, 169. 
Cattle 2387*. 
Catts, Sarah 75. 
Centerport 1007*. 
Central Park 50. 
Chichester family 114, 258. 
Christmas Tree Decorations 32. 
Civil War 2427, 246, 2607. 
Clamming 1447. 
Clark family 2177. 
Clinch, Sarah Nicoll 38, 48. 
Clock, Capt. Nathaniel 157, 1627. 
Cock, Augustus 48. 
Cold Spring Harbor 997, 125*, 1487, 252. 
Coles, Nathaniel 10. 
Coles, Robert R. 
Indian and Other Place-Names 947. 
The Ghosts of Dosoris 87*. 
The Sands Family Burying Ground 196*7. 
Commack 127*, 253. 
Conklin, Joseph K. 128. 
Connely, Capt. S. P. 114. 
Connetquot River 259. 
Cooper family 2177. 
Coram 28, 153. 
Cow Neck 1967. 
Cows 527. 
Cranberry growing 32*7*. 
Crane, Walter Beverly 173. 
Crowel, Edward O. 72. 
Crucknell, Ben 233. 
Culver family 1667*, 2177. 
Cushing, Percy M. 54, 233. 
Perils of Winter Gunning 367. 
Cutchogue 162. 


D 


Darcy, Joseph J. 89. 

Dartmouth College 31. 

Davis, George W. 33. 

Davis, Lester H. 153. 

Dayton family 1667, 173. 

Dickerson family 287. 

Dirigible A242 35. 

Doane family 387. 

Dosoris estate 87. 

Doughty, J. Donald (69*). 

Downs, Dr. Arthur C. Jr. (160), (232). 
Suffolk Sought An Architect 134*, 138*+*. 

Duck shooting 367. 

Dunbar, Peter 79. 

Dunraven, Earl of 1647. 


E 


Earmarks 2387*. 

East Moriches 1687. 

Eastport 168. 

East Hampton 187, 169, 172, 2347. 
East Meadow 238. 





DOWNSTREET 
BOOKSTORE 


Books and Cards 


60 Main Street 
Cold Spring Harbor, N. Y. 
MY 2-7012 











DECEMBER 1971 


East Norwich 97. 

East Quogue 166. 

Eaton’s Neck 241. 

Edwards, Emma Carter 166*7. 
Edwards family 19, 1667*. 


F 


Fairgrounds Race Track 129*. 
Falco, Nicholas 
Jamaica’s World War I Canteen 170*+*, (1847). 
Farming 507*, 268*. 
Farmingdale 52, 189. 
Fauna 4, 1217, 268*. 
Ferreira, Charles 1307. 
Fire Island 69*, 817, 85*, 897*, 114*7*, 209. 
Fire Island Inlet 89*7*. 
Fire Island National Seashore 188. 
Fire Place 97. 
Fisher, Carl Graham 236. 
Fleet family 707, 125. 
Fleming, Malcolm 37*. 
Flora 1027, 1217. 
Floyd family 38, 79, 153, 1907. 
Fort Tyler 18*7. 
Foster family 2177. 
Fox hunting 2347. 
Franklin, Benjamin 60*7. 
Fredericks, Station Agent 143. 
Freeport 557*, 68, 144*7*, 1847, 186, 2467. 
Friedrich, Robert C. 49. 
Frogs 4, 122. 


G 


Gaenger family 51. 
Galichet, Emil 258. 
Gamble, Robert R. 66. 
Gardiner family 38. 
Gardiner’s Island 18*7, 97. 
Gibbs, Alonzo 241. 
Lost Sounds 143. 
Gibbs, Iris and Alonzo 
Earmarks of the Hempstead Plains 2387*. 
Pit Farming in Plainedge 268*. 
Gien Cove 87*, 95, 124. 
Glen Head 254. 
Glover family 167. 
Good Ground 1677. 
Gray, William C. 243. 
Great Neck 198. 
Great South Bay 367, 547, 92, 1627, 192, 258. 
Greenport 122, 162. 
Griffin, Augustus, Journal 28. 


H 
Haff, Capt. Henry C. 162*7*. 


Hall, Henry 32. 
Hallet family 54. 


“Christmas With The Family” exhibit at the museum. 





DECEMBER 1971 


Halley’s Comet 21. 
Hallock’s Family 19. 
Hallock’s Inn 387. 
Halsey family 2177. 
Hammersley, J. Hooker 259. 
Hampton Bays 167. 
Hanna‘, Helen Raynor 134. 
Hard, Anson W. 254. 
Harris family 2177. 
Hausman, Mabel Rierson 171. 
Hawkins, Warren 32. 
Hempstead 8, 50, 136, 198. 
Hempstead Plains 45*, 507*, 74, 143, 2387, 268*. 
Henry, Capt. Isaac A. 35, 114. 
Herrick family 2177. 
Hicksville 50, 78. 
Higbie family 2547*. 
Hildreth family 2177. 
Holden, Richard 707. 
Homan, Mordecai 152. 
Horses 597, 127*7, 147, 229*, 2347, 256*7. 
Horton, H. P. Jr. 
A Suitable Christmas Present 2547*. 
Howe, Admiral Richard 60. 
Howell family 2177. 
Humes, Grace Smith (233). 


Huntington 65*, 707, 987*, 1247, 1487*, 2107, 215, 223, 253. 


Huntington Historical Society 161. 
Huntting family 139, 2177. 
Hutchinson, Benjamin T. 1527. 


I 


Indians: 
Brothertown 30. 
Fowler family 30. 
Lake Ronkonkoma myth 259. 
Montauks 30. 
Occum, Samson 30*7. 
Place-Names 947*. 
Robins Island 104. 
Irving, John Treat 87, 48. 
Island Trees 53. 
Islip 54, 64, 157, 1627, 256*7. 


J 


Jagger family 2177. 

Jahn, Joseph C. 81. 

Jamaica 170*7*, 186, 2547. 
Jarvis, Ebeneser 124. 
Jergenson, Mary 223. 

Jericho 29. 

Jerusalem 507*. 

Johnson, Axel & family 55*7*, 68. 
Johnson, Frank H. 99. 

Jones Beach 35, 55, 74, 897, 1767. 
Jones, Capt. Benjamin 157. 


K 


Kelly, Lorenzo 33. 
Kennedy Airport 225. 


LONG ISLAND FORUM 


Ketcham family 98, 116, 258. 
King, Charles Trice 161. 
Knapp, Edward Spring 
A Pony For Christmas, 1886 256*+*. 
Knapp family 256*7*. 
Kuss, Mrs. Betty 182. 


L 


Lake Ronkonkoma 253, 259. 
Lanier, Albert Gallatin (88). 
Latham, Roy 109*, 121*7. 
Lawrence family 387. 
LeBouef, Randall J. Jr. 
The Sunken Forest 817. 
Levine, Mrs. Gerald S. (160). 
Levittown 507. 
Lewis & Valentine 2547. 
Lewis, Jeanne B. 46. 
Jerusalem Remembered 507*, 747. 
Life Saving Service 35, 172, 185, 209, 258. 
(Also see USCG). 
Lipton, Sir Thomas 165, 1927. 
Lloyd family 126. 
Lock, Vance mural 1*. 
Locust Valley 48, 112. 
Long Beach 185. 
Long Island 137. 
Long Island Naturalist Society 123. 
Long Island Rail Road 50, 97, 1367, 143*. 
Long Island Sound 1307, 1627. 
Ludwig Family 268. 


M 


Macy, W. Kingsland 86. 
Mackay, John W. 102. 
Manorville 32. 
Marhoefer, Barbara 
Long Island and the America’s Cup 157*, 
162*+*, 192+*. 
Marquardt, Gail 225*. 
Massapequa 186. 
Mason, Noah 199. 
Mastic 1527, 175*, 1907. 
Mathews family 1907. 
Matouwac 94. 
Mattituck 141. 
McDermott, Charles J. (29). 
McDermott, Robert 161. 
Meadowbrook Hunt Club 74, 234. 
Medicines 1747, 223. 
Merrick 144, 186. 
Merritt family 240. 
Metz, Clinton E. (184), (2467). 
The House Built of Oyster Shells 557*. 
Meyer, Gottlieb 52. 
Middle Island 1527*, 173*. 
Miller, Mrs. Dorothy 1307. 
Miller Place 191. 
Mills 66*, 707, 987*, 1527. 
Mills, Camp 170, 184. 
Mills, Washington 387. 
Mineola 1367. 








FRANKLIN NATIONAL 


MEMBER FEDERAL DEPOSIT INSURANCE CORPORATION. 











LONG ISLAND FORUM 


Monte, Nick 236. 

Money, 19th century 150, 160. 
Monseli, Capt. George 162. 
Montauk 18, 30, 68, 95, 187, 
Monticello, N. Y. 138*7. 
Morgan, Mrs. Eugenie G. (5). 
Moses, Robert 89. 

Mount, William Sidney 25*, 387, 
Muireson, Dr. George 202, 2237. 
Mule team 59. 

Murphy, Charles “Mile A Minute” 189. 
Museum, Manor of St. George 175*. 


N 


National League for Women’s Service 1707. 
Newburgh, N. Y. 1387. 
Newton, Richard Jr. 2347. 
New York Yacht Club 1627, 
Nicoll family 191. 

Niles, Helen Ludlow 66. 
Niven, Thornton M., 134, 1387*. 
Northport 71, 253. 

Nostrand, Mrs. Edward C. (49). 


O 


Oakdale 1647, 187, 192. 
Occum, Samson 30*7. 
Old Field 202. 
Old Field Light 130*. 
Onassis, Jacqueline 235. 
Orient 1217. 
Osborne, Chester G. 
Egbert Smith and Friends 38*7, 48. 


2347. 


153. 


1927. 


Fletcher Mathews Seeks a “Tutress” 1907, (232). 


Yours Respectfully, B. T. Hutchinson 152*+*. 
Overton, “Bull” 32. 
Oyster Bay 2107, 252. 


P 


Patchogue 1867, 208, 209, 2427, 246, 253*, 2607. 

Pattersquash 259. 

Paulding family 2117. 

Paumanok 94. 

Pearsall, Capt. Louis P. 
Brig Ashore Near East Hampton 172. 
Robert A. Snyder in Distress 209. 
Schooner Nellie Woodbury Ashore 185. 
Scooters to the Rescue 258. 
Stranding of the Northern Pacific 114*+*. 

Pearsall family 145. 

Peconic River 327. 

Peirson family 2177. 

Pelletreau, Robert S. 142. 

Penny, Esther “Granny” (28). 

Pfizer, Charles 234. 

Phelps, Elfrida 567, (68). 

Phipps, Ogden estate 74. 

Pickle factories 50. 

Place-names 947. 

Plainedge 268*. 

Plainview 74. 


DECEMBER 


Platt family 125, 148, 153. 
Platt, Zophar 67, 707. 
Point o’ Woods 817. 
Port Jefferson 147, 147*, 193, 253*. 
Port Washington 1967. 
Postal Telegraph tower 69. 
Post family 2177. 
Post, Richard Howell 
An Early American Peace Effort 60*7*. 
Potter family 223. 
Potter, Nathaniel 148*. 
Powell family 2387. 
Pratt, Herbert S. (29). 
Prime family 113, 148, 161. 
Prosser’s Cathedral Pines 173*. 
Punderson, Dr. Cyras 224. 


Quakers 70. 
Quaker Meeting House, Wantagh 75*. 
Quode, John 9. 


R 


Rattray, Jeannette Edwards 18* 

Horses of the Hamptons 2347. 
Raynor family 147, 78, 169. 
Reeve family 190*7, 2177, 2327. 
Reifschneider, Felix (1367). 
Remsenburg 29. 

Rhodes, Edward R. 147*. 

The Quest of Egbert Buli Smith 147*. 
Riverhead 133*, 138*+*, 166. 
Robins Island 102*7*. 

Rocky Hill 113. 

Roe, Austin 1*, 67*. 

Roe family 187*, 208*. 
Rogers family 2177. 
Roosevelt, Theodore 18, 236. 
Rose’s Grove 18. 

Roslyn 254. 

Rowehl family 507, 767. 
Rowley, Marion A. (68). 
Ruhfel, Albert 86. 

Fire Island Inlet 85*, 897*. 
Rum Running 4, 81. 

Ryan, Evelyn 229*, 233. 


S 


Sagaponack 234. 
Sag Harbor 94, 208. 
Saint James 253. 
Sanford family 2177. 
Sands family 1967. 
Sands Point Lighthouse 199*7. 
Sauer, Margaret 52, 74. 
Sayre family 2177. 
Sayrelands 66. 
Sayville 208. 
Schlauch, Frederick C. 
The Naturalist of Orient 109*, 121*7. 


sep OK FP ASTERN FEDERAL SAVINGS ieee 


* doko tk 


Kaa KKK Kk KKK 


to 
ror) 
for) 


ASSETS EXCEED $100,000,000 


AND LOAN ASSOCIATION 
OF SAYVILLE 


el a 


MAIN OFFICE 
160 MAIN STREET 
SAYVILLE, L. L. 
LT 9-5900 


CENTER MORICHES 
500 MAIN STREET 
878-1183 


CENTRAL ISLIP 
6 WHEELERS ROAD 
234-3272 


i 
*« 
x 
x 
« 
* 
* 
as 
a 
x 


peocecesseul sl. 





DECEMBER 1971 


Schmersal, Emma E. 

Family Burying Ground 166*}*. 

Schneider, Louis H. (112). 

Seaford 547, 74, 88, 186. 

Seaman family 767. 

Setauket 1*, 147, 59*, 106*, 2027, 223*, 253, 270. 

Setauket spy ring 6*T. 

Sewanhaka 94. 

Shapiro, Sidney M. 89. 

Sheep 2387*. 

Shepherd, George H. 151. 

Sherrill family 19*7. 

Shiel, John B. (48), (1127), (161). 

Ships: America 162, 193*; Atalanta 157*, 163; Colum- 
bia 118, Defender 162*+; Endeavor 142, 1947; 
Enterprise 162, 192+; Game Cock 65*; General O. 
Riley 119; Gretel 1627, 194; Hartford 15; Henry Hill 
14; Intrepid 165; J.H.B. 4; John H. Abeel 707*; 
Mary & Louisa 14*+; Mischief 157*, 163; Mohawk 
35; Mosquito 192; Oliver C. Lester 35; Park City 
147; Rainbow 162, 194; Ranger 162, 195; Robert A. 
Snyder 209; Shamrock V 1927; Urania 14; Valky- 
rie III 1647; Volunteer 1627*; Yankee 194. 

Shipwrecks: Charles Dunlap 35; Daylight 173; Nellie 
Woodbury 185; Northern Pacific 114*+*; Roda 35. 

Skidmore, George H. 142. 

Slanec, William 119. 

Smalley, Robert 144. 

Smith, Capt. Abe 144. 

Smith, Bergen family 35. 

Smith, Daniel (Miller) 72. 

Smith, Egbert “Bull” 147. 

Smith, Egbert Tangier 387, 152*7; 

Smith family 1907; 202, 2437. 

Smith, John Lawrence 38, 48. 

Smith, Julian Denton 4. 

Back to Robins Island 102*+*. 
Century Runs 181*, 186*+*, (208). 
Loons and Ibises 1767. 

Smith, Mme. Martha, house 106*. 

Smith, Dr. Merrit 223. 

Smith, Samuel R. & family 557. 

Smith, William “Tangier” 1747. 

Smithtown 387*, 253. 

Sopwith, T.O.M. 194. 

South Haven Church 49, 190. 

Southampton 2147, 169, 2347. 

Southold 8, 122. 

South Side Sportsmens Club 54. 

Sparke family 51, 747. 

Speierl, Charles F. 

Patchogue’s Kansas Brigade 2427, 2607. 

Stewart, Alexander Turney 48. 

Springfield 2547*. 

Stony Brook 147, 253. 

Stratton family 54. 

Strang, Helen L. 1027. 

Streeseman family 507*, 75. 

Strong, Ann Smith “Nancy” 7. 

Strong family 17, 38*, 79, 106, 224, 237, 270*7. 

Strong, Kate W. 270*. 

A Little House and its Travels 2027. 
Again, I Turn Memory Book Pages 270*7. 
Another Old Smallpox Doctor 2237. 


LONG ISLAND FORUM 


Christmas Bird Census 41*. 
From Old Papers Past Comes Alive 79. 
Horses and Firecrackers Don’t Mix 147. 
How They Computed Taxes In 1799 17. 
Political Climates Never Change 237*. 
Tales of Three Afternoons 597. 
The Tangier Smith Book 1747. 
Thirteen Colonies Become A Nation 1067. 
Throg’s Neck Lighthouse 130*+. 

Suffolk County 133*, 1387. 

Suffolk County Historical Society 134, 138, 142 

Sunken Forest 817. 

Surf Hotel 68. 

Sutorius family 112. 

Suydam, Charles 93. 

Swanback, George 117°. 

Swift family 15. 

Szuster, Charles 173. 


T 


Tallmadge, Benjamin 6*7. 
Taylor, Mrs. C. F. (4). 

Taylor family 8. 

Taxes, 1799 17. 

Teale, Edwin Way 81. 

Terry, Daniel 98. 

Thompson, Samuel 223. 
Throg’s Neck Lighthouse 1307. 
Titus, Sam’l M. 124. 

Tooker, William Wallace 94. 
Townsend family 198, 211. 
Touch ,Michael 41*. 

Tredwell, Timothy 2467. 
Trevele, Alphons C. 116. 
Tuthill, Harry T. 89. 

Tuthill, Keeper Joseph D. 1147. 


U 


Udall family 38. 

Uquhart family 8. 

U.S. Coast Guard 35, 69, 1147*. (Also see Life Saving 
Service). 


V 


Vail, Jeremiah Platt 38. 
Valentine, Andrus T. 
About Samson Occum 30*7. 
Valentine, Harriet G. 
The Young Major Andre 205*, 210*7. 
Valentine, Andrus and Harriet 4, (161). 
Wood’s Tide Mill Grist Book 66*, 707, 987*, 1247*, 
148*}, (160). 
Vanderbilt, Harold S. 1627, 1927. 
Vanderbilt, William K. 1647. 
Van Liew, Barbara F. (48). 
Van Sise, Peter 129. 
Van Wort family 211. 
Verity, George 144. 
Verity, Capt. Josh 54*7. 





RM) ANCHOR Your FINANCES at THE 


) FIRST+o4 BANK 
2g of EAST ISLIP 


345 East Main St., East Islip, N.Y. main office 
1645 Islip Ave., Central Islip, N.Y. Brightside office 
837 Connetquot Ave., Islip Terrace, N.Y. connetquot Office 


THE BOOKCASE 


e PAPERBACKS 
@ HARD COVERS 
@ CHILDREN’S BOOKS 


Special Orders Filled 





NO CHARGE CHECKING ACCOUNTS 


40 S. Main St. Sayville 








Member Federal Deposit Insurance Corp. 


LT 9-1500 

















LONG ISLAND FORUM 


Verity, Nelson 88*. 

Verity, Capt. Wilbur A. (4). 
Capt. Ike Henry 35. 
Old Time Baymen 1447. 

Veryzer, Martin 117. 


Vital statistics, the Hamptons 1700s 2177. 


W 


Wanser family 48. 

Wainscott 187. 

Wallace, Marjorie Smith 55*7. 
Wantagh 507*, 747*, 176. 
Washington, George 67, 25*, 210. 
Water Mill 234. 

Weather 48, 112, 130, 248. 


Weber, Frederick, photographer 171*. 


Webster, Daniel 64. 

Weeks, Coles 98. 

Westbury 198. 

Western Union Watch Tower 69*. 
Westhampton 2347. 

West Hempstead 136. 

West Point 2107. 


DECEMBER 1971 


Weyant, George S. 1167, 258. 
Whaley family 116, 240. 
Wheelock, Eleazar 307. 
White family 2177. 
Whitson family 2387. 


Williams family 2117. 


Williams, Rev. Joshua 2147. 
Wilson, R. H. Sailmaker 193. 
Witch, Aunt Sally 71. 
Wodehouse, P. G. 29. 
Woodhull, Abraham 6. 
Woodhull family 33, 1907. 
Wood, Silas 149*, 237*. 
Wood, W. Wooden & family 70*7, 987, 1247, 1487*. 
Woolsey, Rev. Benjamin 87. 
World War I 1147*, 1707, 1847. 
Wyatt, Dr. Ronald J. 104. 


X-Y-Z 


Yeager, Edna Howell 

“Sass” For Your Turkey 32*}*. 
Young (s) family 169. 
Young, Robert R. 192. 





Pit Farming in Plainedge 


Iris and Alonzo Gibbs 


Although not many trees grew 
on the Hempstead Plains, hedge- 
flourished. They 
contained wild cherry, red cedar, 
sumac, briar, grape, blackberry, 
raspberry, and daylily. In winter, 
after a cold rain, the wild cherry 
trees had the blackest trunks we 
have ever seen. 

Every farm that we can re- 
member had individual fields bor- 
dered by hedgerows. Quail, pheas- 
ants, rabbits, and mice found pro- 
tection in them during seasons 
when there were no corn shocks 
to offer shelter. After a snow, fol- 
lowed by ice, we used to walk up 
the brushy rise and break the 
ice crust so that game buried 
away from the weather could work 
free. Sometimes a great ring- 
necked pheasant cock would take 
off like a rocket to the moon and 
scare the daylights out of us. 

Against these hedgerows, par- 
ticularly those that broke the 
northeast and northwest winds, 
the Ludwig brothers of Plainedge 
dug their pits in late fall. These 
holes were about three feet wide, 
fifteen feet long, and maybe five 
or six feet deep. 

Carrots, parsnips, white tur- 
nips, rutabagas, long beets, round 
beets, heimerscheir, and _ leeks 
were the late crops, well-timed 
to reach maturity before the 
heavier frosts whitened the fields 
of corn stubble or winter rye. 
Once the pits were dug _ these 
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Plainedge Field, east of Stewart 
Avenue, as it looked in 1935 
when the Ludwig brother pit- 
farmed there. Beyond trees is 
site of present John H. West Ele- 
mentary School. 


hardy vegetables were harvested 
and carted by horse and wagon 
to the spot where, as one old Pol- 
ish farmer used to say, “summer 
would be buried.” 

It was the practice to ring off 
the tops of the beets and cut 
off the tops of the turnips, par- 
snips and carrots. Beet stains on 
the hands could not be washed 
away, so we could always tell 
which farmers had been pitting 
lately. 

Although a whole pit was 
sometimes devoted to a_ single 
vegetable, more often several veg- 
etables were placed in one pit, 


divided from one another by a 
partition of straw. Then straw 
was heaped upon the vegetables, 
starting below the frost line, and 
this straw was covered over with 
soil, until the finished pit looked 
like an Indian burial mound. Dur- 
ing very cold spells, manure would 
be heaped on the mounds and it 
would steam in the raw January 
air. 

All winter long, maybe once a 
week, Fred Ludwig and his bro- 
thers drove a horse and wagon 
from their home on Hicksville 
Road to the pits on Stewart Ave- 
nue. A straw fire was built on 
top of the mound to soften the 
soil which had become as hard as 
concrete. Then with picks and 
shovels the farmers set to work. 
Their breaths rose, along with the 
frosty breath of the waiting 
horses, impatiently stamping the 
ground and tossing their heads 
until the reins slapped against 
their necks and the _ harness 
creaked or jingled. 


Out of the pit the Ludwigs 
would take whatever vegetables 
the early morning radio reports 
had told them were bringing a 
fair price at the Wallabout Mar- 
ket. Then this produce would be 
carried to the barn and washed 
in a tub. They would crate it, 
pile the crates aboard their truck, 
and cover the load with a tarpau- 
lin, securely tied down against 
thieves and the cold of winter. 

Late in the afternoon the truck 
would swing out of the farm 
gateway and rumble off toward 
market, returning the next day 
with whatever “the load fetched.” 





